Between the Lines 


152 Madison Avenue 
New York City 


THE CHRISTIAN LAYMAN’S INFORMATION SERVICE 


Cuartes A. WELLS, Editor 


CONDENSED, NON-DENOMINATIONAL Grace Lozier, Ass’t Editor 





Vol. II, No. 9 


April 26, 1943 








Unbroken Chain 


An interesting trend has been ob- 
served in letters from our readers. 
They frequently speak of themselves 
as “members of the large family of 
awakened, informed, Christian laymen 
your information service is creating,” 
or, as one reader stated when 
sending in new _ subscriptions for 
friends, “they want to become mem- 
bers of this fellowship of truth.” 


We are grateful to our readers for 
helping us find the real purpose of 
Between the Lines—a fellowship of 
truth! <A great family of awakened, 
informed, Christian laymen! There 
is a challenge,—there is our task. 
Help us to fulfill it. Don’t let the 
link be broken by you. Help us add 
others to the “fellowship of truth”. 











Attention, Smokers 


One of the greatest all-time scandals of 
American business and morals is now in 
full swing and has been for years. It is 
the suppression of many recurrent reports 
of important medical research institutions 
concerning the widespread and devastating 
damage to American health caused by over- 
indulgence in cigarette-smoking which is 
forced upon the unthinking American public 
by millions of dollars worth of high pres- 
sure advertising. No matter how highly 
recognized these scientific reports may be, 
the stranglehold of the tobacco trust upon 
our national life and our press is such that 
scarcely a word of the dreadful and trai- 
torous facts disclosed have been allowed to 
reach the public. Lucky Strike, Old Golds, 
Chesterfields and Camels alone spend $50,- 
000,000 a year to keep the public fooled. 
Only a few miscellaneous publications have 
given publicity to health reports. 

It has especially been established that 
when ill health strikes, the cigarette smoker 
dies at a 61% higher death rate than the 
non-smoker. Even the moderate smoker 
has a 14% higher death rate. 

Here is a summary taken from the tables 
prepared at Johns Hopkins by Dr. Raymond 
Pearl, late Dean of Biology: 

Deaths from age 30 to 60 among 
per 100,000 per 100 

33,436 33 

Moderate smokers 38,089 38 

Heavy smokers 53,774 54 

The first and most important of these 
revelations, from which the above figures are 
taken, was prepared and first released in the 
Scientific Monthly and other scientific jour- 
nals but, as pointed out, was prevented by 
the tobacco trust from receiving the wide 
publicity it deserves. The following is a 
brief summary of the findings: The material 
was drawn from laboratory family history 
records. The accuracy of the data as to 
the relative degree of habitual usage of to- 


(Continued on next page) 


Non-smokers 


Moral Crime in Ship Building 


The newspapers gave a surprisingly thorough coverage of the Carnegie-U. S. Steel 
scandal in which the big steel trust was charged with falsifying its analysis of steel 
used to make American ships. The whole country was shocked by the story, but what 
the country didn’t know was that the startling breakup of the tanker Schenectady on her 
trial run last January is part of the same story. 


The president of Carnegie Steel, J. L. Perry, at first denied that the accident was 
due to faulty steel. When confronted, by the Truman Committee, with the American 
Bureau of Shipping’s investigation of the case, proving that the metal which gave way 
was so poor as to be almost like cast iron, he reversed his position and claimed that 
that particular section of steel was not made by the branch of Carnegie Steel (The 
Irvin Works), which has been under fire for the production of defective materials. Thus 
Mr. Perry, having been presented with irrefutable facts, endeavored to cover up his false- 
hood by laying the blame on someone else. Further questioning, however, brought to 
light the fact that although the Irvin Works had not made the faulty steel in the 
Schenectady, the Homestead Works had, and the Homestead Works is only another 
branch of the same great steel company! 


One editor dug into old records and found that this story is not a new one. The 
same company was found to have indulged in the same fraudulent practices fifty years 
ago. It was then accused by the House Naval Affairs Committee of having sold the 
Navy defective armor plate. At that time, Charles M. Schwab, then a high-ranking 
official of Carnegie Steel, admitted that he ‘knew of the defects in the steel and knew 
that these defects were deliberately being concealed in company reports. 


Fifty years ago the sale of defective material to the government was characterized 
as “a moral crime of the gravest character” yet today the Schenectady case proves that 
such “crimes” are still being committed by large and powerful companies. Fifty years 
ago the House Naval Affairs Committee scathingly declared “The company and its 
servants have perpetrated manifold frauds, the natural tendency of which was to palm 
off on the government an inferior armor, whose inferiority might, perchance, appear 
only in the shock of battle and with incalculable damage to the country. No fine or 
mere money compensation is an adequate atonement for such wrongs.” 


The Schenectady case proves that the “crimes” denounced half a century ago are 
still flourishing today. 


News of Christian Tolerance 


As all responsible authorities have fully realized, and as Between the Lines has been 
informing its readers for over a year, the negro question has been constantly rising 
to a climax of disaster or salvation, depending on whether the forces of Christian 
tolerance and understanding were awakened in time to forestall the increasing influence 
of the forces of violence and hatred which have been working so energetically among 
the negro citizens. 


In view of this, here is great news. At a meeting held in Atlanta early this month, 
important and influential white Southerners endorsed a statement of objectives looking 
toward better racial understanding. The statement had been drawn up by a group of 
Southern Negroes last fall. 

The group meeting at Atlanta decisively declared that the Southern race question 
was one which should be worked out by Southerners (white and negro) without being 
influenced by whites or negroes from other sections whose problems were entirely dif- 
ferent, or by cliques which were endeavoring to gain political or economic privileges 
through exploitation of the touchy racial situation. The declaration ended with the 
statement that “The need is for a positive program in an atmosphere of understanding, 
cooperation and mutual respect,” and a committee was appointed to meet with leaders 
of the negro group to further goodwill, confidence and understanding. 

Last fall’s negro conference at Durham requested full civil rights for negroes as 
well as equal rights in industry, agriculture, education, social welfare and military 
service, and in discussing these requests, the Atlanta conference of white leaders made 
the following statements : 

“The Durham [negro] statement is so frank and courageous, so free of any sugges- 
tion of threat and ultimatum, that we gladly agree to cooperate in any sound program 
aimed at the improvement of race relations. These negro leaders rightly placed em- 
phasis on discrimination in the administration of our laws on purely racial grounds. 
We are sensitive to this charge and admit that it is essentially just. 


“While all citizens are governed by the same laws, it is recognized that negroes 
have little voice in the making and enforcement of the laws under which they must 
live. This is a violation of the spirit of democracy. 

“No Southerner can logically dispute the fact that the negro, as an American citizen, 
is entitled to his civic rights and economic opportunities.” 


(Continued on next page) 
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Pressure for Refugee Aid 


_ The most important factor behind the scenes of the present high- 
pitched interest in the refugee problem, as signified by the Bermuda 
International Refugee Conference, is the fact that the Jews of Amer- 
ica are greatly increasing their demands on England and the United 
States for a speedy solution of the desperate Jewish refugee ques- 
tion. Although our country at large is not aware of this, Washing- 
ton and London are being put under strong pressure over this issue. 

The British government is caught in a jam for it has been follow- 
ing the old policy of playing both ends against the middle. For 
years it has kept the Jews quiet and helpful to the cause of British 
interests throughout the world by promising them growing oppor- 
tunity to fulfill their hopes in British-dominated Palestine. In the 
meantime, the British Colonial Office has kept the Moslem-Arab 
world quiet and useful by promising them that the Jews would not 
be permitted to take over Palestine, except to a limited degree. 

The deception of this double front of British policy has finally 
become clear to all Jews and a tremendous din is being created in 
London and Washington over it. The British argue that if they 
give in to Jewish demands, British interests and Allied interests will 
suffer in a probable Moslem revolt throughout the Near East. The 
Jewish leaders retort that thousands of Jews are dying monthly be- 
cause Tory conservatives are afraid to make a decision. 

Washington follows the London lead in this. Jewish leaders 
recently cried out in New York that “power politics retakes the 
throne while mothers weep and babies starve on a thousand road- 
sides as fathers slowly die in concentration camps.” 


Friends Report 


There is another side of the war few of us hear about. While 
most folks talk war, hate and killing, the Quakers talk and work 
at peace, love and healing. Millions of dollars are provided by the 
sacrificial giving of the Quakers and their friends and are admin- 
istered through the world-wide work of the famous American Friends 
Service Committee in tasks of hospitalization, refugee relief, chil- 
dren’s feeding stations and a thousand other ministries of kindness. 
They show us how Christians should really be thinking and acting 
in a world gone mad. 

Here are bits of reports from all over the world, places where 

even the Red Cross seldom is heard of: 
China We opened a rather rough and ready clinic to an expectant 
world on the morning of November 27. Our first patient was a 
prisoner. The jail, by the way, is next door. Fifty men are crowd- 
ed into a room where four might sleep in comfort. They look very 
thin and ill and dirty and unhappy. The first patient was an old 
man who had an abscess on his forearm. A table and instruments 
were brought to the jail and the abscess was opened under local 
anaesthesia through the prison bars. 

Another man’s emaciated buttocks were encrusted with scabs like 
limpets. What he really needed was an abundant diet in healthy 
surroundings, much washing and the liberal application of ointment. 
All that could be done was to hand him a little paper packet of sul- 
phur ointment and leave him to manage as best he could. Another 
man, who spoke English fluently, had been put in jail as a suspected 
spy, and he had with him his little girl, aged five. He said they 
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were both starving and that he gave all his food to the child. We 
hope it will be possible to get the little girl away from this night- 
mare environment. 

Other patients treated were soldiers from the local headquarters ; 

these were mostly suffering from leg ulcers and malaria. Then 
there were residents from the village and refugees. About forty 
patients presented themselves the first two mornings the clinic was 
working. These people have no facilities for getting treatment apart 
from what native herbalists can supply. No doubt a similar need 
would be found to exist in any one of fifty villages within fifty miles 
of Waichow. Anything we may do for suffering humanity in China 
seems like a very small drop in a very large bucket. 
Switzerland Refugees arriving in Switzerland since August are in 
such numbers as to tax both the ingenuity and resources of the Swiss 
for constructive care. Moreover they represent a high proportion 
of aged and ill and nearly 1,000 children are in the group. Most 
of them are without any financial resources, generally even without 
baggage. 

Service Committee representatives have been helpful in assisting 
families to find luggage. Of this the Committee representative 
writes: “Probably only one in five or eight was able to bring any 
appreciable amount of baggage with him. We have felt it a valuable, 
if small, service to make every effort to recover bags left behind or 
checked in some railway station near the border. For a compara- 
tively small expense of 20 or 30 Swiss francs, one can often succeed 
in recovering clothing to the value of several hundred francs. Not 
only that, but clothing 1s irreplaceable due to the rationing system. 
A whole clothing card for a year in Switzerland has not enough 
points to buy a man’s suit or winter overcoat. To get these things 
some of the wife’s or child’s card is usually used. We have extended 
this service as much as possible, mainly through various Swiss com- 
mercial shipping firms. 

“The Swiss committees are collecting all the old clothing they 

can but Switzerland is constantly so flooded with appeals for money, 
clothing, coupons and everything for relief action all over the sick 
continent of Europe that the supply, regardless of all the good will 
in the world, is beginning to run out.” 
Spain Services in Spain were undertaken in January. Since Spain 
has not yet recovered from the economic exhaustion of her own 
Civil War and her own civilians are needy, the care of newcomers 
is even more serious than in Switzerland. Many of the thousands 
who have come over the Pyrenees since August not only entered 
the country illegally but in many cases have no papers of identity. 
Thousands were, therefore, interned or imprisoned, and private relief 
committees have agreed to support these people if they can be re- 
leased from camps. The job to be done in Spain is two-fold. First 
urgency is releasing those from internment camp and prison for whom 
the Spanish authorities have agreed to give release. The second 
problem, and equally, if not more, important, is that of emigration 
from Spain. 

It is hoped that places of residence can be found for those to be 
released in Seville, although all the places have not yet been definitely 
selected. There seems to be hope in Madrid that women and chil- 
dren now in forced residence in Caldas da Malavela will be able to 
join their husbands and fathers in whatever place they are finally 
assigned. Living costs in Spain are extremely high, it being estimated 
that food for an individual for a single day approximates $3. 





